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SUBJECT: OFF-SHORE OIL WELL BLOW-OUT IN DUBAI 

1 . ABOUT A WEEK AGO DUBAI PETROLEUM COMPANY SUFFERED BLOWOUT IN ONE 
OF OFFSHORE WELLS IT IS DRILLING. BLOWOUT OCCURRED AT 4,800 FEET 
DEPTH SHORT OF OIL-PRODUCING STRATUM AND CONSISTED OE GAS AND WATER 
UNDER HIGH PRESSURE, BUT NO OIL. THERE WAS NO LOSS OF LIFE, BUT 
DRILLING WORKS ON THIS PLATEORM WILL BE A TOTAL LOSS. BECAUSE GAS 

DID NOT IMMEDIATELY IGNITE, PRODUCTION WAS CUT OFE THROUGHOUT 
AL-EATAH FIELD EOR PAST WEEK. ESCAPING GAS IS NOW IGNITED, PRODUCING 
COLUMN OF FLAME ABOUT 150 FEET HIGH. PARTIAL PRODUCTION PROM FIELD 
HAS NOW BEEN RESUMED. DPC HAS ARRANGED FOR THREE RIGS IN VICINITY, 
INCLUDING ONE FROM ARAMCO, TO COME TO SCENE TO DRILL DIRECTIONAL 
HOLES IN EPFORT TO PUT OUT EIRE. 

2. DPC ALSO HAD SEVERE BLOW OUT AND PROLONGED EIRE LAST YEAR, WHICH 
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TO DPC MANAGEMENT CURRENT BLOWOUT AND EIRE IS NOT AS SERIOUS AS 
LAST YEAR'S AND SHOULD BE EASIER TO PUT OUT. HOWEVER, DPC CON- 
CERNED ENOUGH TO SEND GENERAL MANAGER SHEPHERD TO LONDON TO BRIEF 
DUBAI RULER SHAIKH RASHID, WHERE LATTER IS PRESENTLY ON VACATION. 
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